ON ENGLISH HISTORY                   233

their muscular strength and their endurance, could accom-
plish marvels, after the drill sergeant had had them in hand
for a few years ; the bayonet attacks of the gigantic guards-
men, or the weighty impact of the heavy cavalry mounted
on their magnificent chargers, was irresistible. But woe to
any town, which, like unhappy Badajoz,1 had the misfortune
to be stormed by these troops ! In the intoxication of
victory the cat-o'-nine-tails lost its terror; the bonds of
discipline were relaxed, and the lust of murder, robbery and
every bestial craving raged unchecked. The army, then,
was like a great mechanical apparatus, working with extreme
accuracy ; and at the same time it was more than a machine ;
for the officers' corps still preserved that chivalrous bearing
and national pride of the English nobility; and even the
brutal common soldier, after so many brilliant victories,
was entirely devoted to the commander who had never
known defeat, and gazed with pride on his glorious flag.

" Wellington had husbanded his little army in Spain
with a thoughtful prudence, only at times, when everything
pointed to success, venturing a bold attack, but never hazard-
ing the existence of his army. The Emperor himself he had
never yet encountered on the battle-field ; and the grandeur
of Napoleonic warfare, the huge mass-attacks which com-
pelled victory at a single onslaught, remained unknown to
him. Perfectly unmoved, he still maintained that old-
fashioned method of warfare which had procured him so great
a success under the exceptional conditions of the Spanish
campaign to be the only right one. He looked down on
the national armies with the immense contempt of the pro-
fessional soldier ; they seemed to him without exception no
better than the Spanish guerillas, who had so often proved
their uselessness on the battle-field ; and he always refused
to admit that the success of the Peninsular War would have
been impossible without the fanaticism of those undisciplined
ba&ds, who harassed and weakened the enemy in the rear

1 Taken in the Peninsular War (1812) after an investment of nineteen
days.